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lﬁlu my Name is King from Mtoto News . | et me help yov know
Mtoto news from a childist perspective.

We as children make up half of the African population. Africa has
the highest number of children, 650M, which is estimated to reach
1B by 2055. Yet, our voices on all matters are mostly ignored as w
are perceived as immature to participate in [ocal national, and
international dialogues. However, research has shown that we a
disproportionately affected by all issves and we face unigue
problems that don't necessarily affect adults, and yet our \
voices are ignored.Child participation is a fundamental concept

in child rights and development, and it holds special significance

in the context of African childrenThe right to child participation is
articvlated in international instruments the United Nations
Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) and the African

Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child (ACRWC).
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However a recent Study on Child Participation in Eastern Africa reveals that
while there is a general recognition of the right of children to participate and
its usefulness for the broader protection of children's rights, the measures to
ensure that the right is implemented are generally insufficient, inadequately
coordinated, and not institutionalised through national structure structures
and systems. Furthermore, there is no common strategy to ensure the
achievement of child participation in the region.

The year 2023 marked a significant milestone in Mtoto News ongoing efforts
to improve the lives of African children by providing safe spaces to have their
voices heard. It strongly anchored our commitment, born in February 2017 to
empowering and advocating for the rights and well-being of Africans and al|
children.
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we are

Mtoto News is an Integrated information and media company that is
leveraging technology to improve the lives of children by making them visible.
Established in February 2017 and registered by the office of the Attorney
General, Mtoto News was born out of a need to fill a gap of the lack of a
platform dedicated to reporting children's issues and giving children a
platform to voice their concerns. We aim to make significant changes in the
lives of children by making them visible in political, corporate, economic, social,
and development discourse.

We are |everaging technology to reach and connect policymakers, project
implementers, and children. Our online platforms and communities are
designed to trigger conversations with children and come vp with solutions,
within the shortest time possible. Best Interest of the Child and Child
Participation are at the core of our business, hence we ensure to bring in
Children's voices in every conversation.




The core of our business is an approach that puts the best interests of the
child first, while our DNA is child participation. Our vision is @ world where
children are seen as players and not as spectators. We do this by:

Curating, creating, and circulating content;

on children in different ways, including audio, video, written materials, and
infographics. We also train journalists on ethical reporting of children’s
stories, considering the child's best interest, and safeguarding.

Child participation:

We believe that children should be seen as players and not spectators and
hence we capacitate children, create platforms, and allow them to partici-
pate. We are working to create a child-led initiative where children take
the lead in matters that affect them.

Research and Data;

Research has a way of making children visible who are invisible, more so in
child-led research. Mtoto News is working to enable

children to inform policy, program, and practice using children's voices,
child-led and child-informed research.
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As a result, Mtoto News makes children's voices heard on matters that affect
them by providing platforms and lobbying for safe
(( spaces where they can advocate
To ensyre that ' e F : their issues.
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I am happy to f}and you over to my fellow child, Nanjala to take you

through these initiatives starting with my favourite one which was the

ACS, come along as she tells you what it is in full and what it was all about.
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The Inaugural Africa Children Summit (ACS)

The African Children Summit was held from 10th to 12th April 2023 and
was a pivotal event in the organisation’s mission to improve the lives of
children across the continent. Together with 500 other children from
across Africa, we joined stakeholders from governments, NGOs, and

civil society for the inaugural Africa Children Summit. The summit
provided a platform for discussing and advocating for the rights and
well-being of us, as African children. Mtoto News had three main goals for
the 2023 initiatives. They included; creating a platform for children's voices
to be heard in matters affecting their lives, fostering dialogue and
collaboration among African countries to address child-related issues,
and developing a roadmap for the implementation of children’s rights
through international agreements and national legislation. Have a look at
the summit report’ Africa Children Summit 2023 report
https://www.mtotonews.com/african-children-summit/

| was witness to the fact that the ACS achieved quite a number of things
which |, as an empowered child, could see.




Key Achievements

The participation of over 500 children from 30 African countries,
shared their experiencesconcerns, and hopes, leading to a
deeper understanding of the issues they face.

The development of the "African Children's Declaration,”
a document that outlines the collective aspirations and rights
of African children.




Notable impacts of the summit included:

For the first time, African children drafted an outcome
statement highlighting issues affecting children and
recommendations on making Africa Fit for Children.
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Through collaborative efforts and evidence-based presentations,
the summit contributed to the development and adoption of
child-friendly policies in various African nations. These policies
addressed issves such as access to quality educationhealthcare,
and protection from violence and exploitation.
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The summit recognized the importance of invojving children's
voices in decision-making processes. Children delegates actively
participated in discussions and presented their ideas, fostering a
sense of empowerment and engagement among goung African

leaders.
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Regienal Cellaberafion:

Capacity Duilding:

Workshops and side-events sessions held during the
summit enhanced the skills and knowledge of attendees,
¢ enabling them to better advocate for the rights of
| children in their respective regions.
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Africa Children Climate Summit 2023

| told you that 2023 was my best year so far at Mtoto News. | was also able to
participate in another big event - The Africa Children Climate Summit.

The African Children Climate Summit was a significant step towards raising
awareness about climate change and its impact on African children.

The summit underscored the urgency of climate action and its direct
connection to the well-being of children. Over 300 children drawn from
various African countries attended this two-day summit on September 2nd
and 3rd, 2023, in Nairobi,Kenya.The main objectives of this Summit were to
empower children to voice their climate change concerns, educate and raise
awareness about sustainable practices, and urge African governments and
stakeholders to take effective measures to protect children from the impacts
of climate change.

Key Achievements

 The engagement of over 300 children in discussions and workshops:
focused on climate change and its effects on their communities.

The creation of the "African Children's Climate Declaration”
which emphasises the need for sustainable practices and climate
resilience in Africa.

The commitment of governments and organisations to support
hildren in their efforts to mate change through polic

and funding initatives
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Parinerships:

The summit facilitated partnerships between NGOs, governments, -
and international organisations, resulting in the allocation of
resources to support climate adaptation and mitigation
efforts in communities where children are most vulnerable..

Here are some of the fruits Child Participation has borne;
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Infernadienal parficipafion:
Brian King participated in the FGM Summit in Tanzania,
and will participate in a panel on climate justice
in South Africa.

Infernafienal Appsiniments.
2 children who have been trained by Mtoto News in digita
h.tgrar:g and child rights advocacy have been selected as
children representatives to the TikTok Global Youth Council.

- 3 cﬁ;Idreﬁ who h_a{:g been trained by Mtoto News in c!fg‘ita_f-illlft:erg;g _,
N =—an( child rights advocacy got funding to support their initiatives—=
I from KidsRights.
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CONTENT CREATION,
CURATION AND CIRCULATION

Mtoto News social media performance from Janvary 2023 to October
2023.

Our social media campaigns averaged a reach of 2500, 000 people and

over 2,000 vsers

Instagram reach 250,893 and engagement 139,029

LinkedIn reach 265500,

qﬂﬂube views 30, 300, . LIVE

° = ive stream reach 122100
Watch time 1800 hour ee%be IO

/\/ Live stream views 74100
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Knewledge and sefe information Disser
As part of our ongoing commitment to promoting access to safe information,
we embarked on a mission to distribute child-friendly materials to children
online and offline. Mtoto News is dedicated to providing child-friendly
materials, including educational content, stories, and resources for children.
These materials are designed to be engaging and informative,
making learning enjoyable for children.
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Shajara Magazine
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Usilisedien of Child-friendly Maderials

Children with limited access to formal education found these materials
to be an invalvable resource for self-learning and skill development.

lmpaci en Children

Improved literacy and social skills among children who had access to

these resources.

Increased awareness on issues that affect children such as climate

change and cyber security



The impacts of this distribution effort include:

Enhanced | earning: The child-friendly materials, including booklets, and
visual aids, have enhanced the learning experience for thousands of
African children. These materials have made education more
engaging and accessible.

Increased Literacy: Improved access to age-appropriate reading
materials has resulted in increased literacy rates among children,
particularly in underserved areas where access to books was limited.




RESEARCH

1. Aduldism Reperi

Mtoto News, in collaboration with the Elevate Children Funders Group,
developed a report on Adultism in philanthropy with a focus on the
global South. The report sought to change the mindsets of funders to
involve children and young people in their funding strategies,from
design to implementation by using childist approaches. The project
engaged 9 representatives of philanthropic organisations from
the global North through key informant interviews, and 10 young
people between the ages of 20 and 29 years from the global South
through focus group discussions..

2. Guidelines for Child Predection in Humanidarian Actien and
Education in Emergencies Pregrammadic Indegradion in
Kakuma and Dadach Refugee Camps

Mtoto News contributed to the development of these guidelines as
consultants, led by Liz Amand|a Busisa and Danie| Mulati to enhance
safeguarding and protection measures for children in humanitarian
settings within the camps. This project aimed to harmonise the reporting
and response mechanisms for protection and education actors
within the camps. The project was done in partnership with the Norwegian
Refugee Council and Terres des hommes |.ausanne.

The guidelines will be used by over 74 refugee-serving organisations.
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3. Technical Werking Greup on Online Child 7

dexual Expleidation and Abuse.

Mtoto News, represented by | iz Amandia Busisa, is part of the TWG on OCSEA
with representatives from the Directorate of Children Services, CSOs,
the private sector, and government parastatals. In being part of this working
group, we have contributed to the development of a Training Manual and its
accompanying Standard Operating Procedures for the national social service
workforce on OCSEA The training manual was [aunched during the
commemoration of the 2023 Day of the African Child in BusiaThe impact
of the training manual is to build the capacities of the social service
workforce in Kenya to identify (spot) and respond to (stop) OCSEA among
children in this digital age.

L. Child-friendly decuments

Mtoto News has been instrumental in developing child-friendly materials for
our target audience, children. In enhancing child participation, we involved
children in developing a child-friendly version of the National Plan
of Action to Tackle OCSEA (2022-2026). Their input informed the language
and design of the document.This project has been done incollaboration
with the Directorate of Children's Services.
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In our efforts to enhance child rights advocacy, we have produced several
papers and infographics that bring to light severa| child rights issves in Africa.
These papers are building evidence on pertinent issves surrounding children
in Africa in order to influence policies and programmes that will address

the issves.
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6. diakehelder Ensasements en Child Predection

Mtoto News has participated in several stakeholder engagements on child
protection, the key being the International Conference on Child Protection.
Jennifer Kaberi and | iz Amandia Busisa contributed to the conversations by
submitting 5 research abstracts on the following topics:

) Technology and VAC;

@j Legal and Policy Framework for the Prevention and Response to VAC;

©

& PLAVYERS: A Family Guide to the Digital World; and

(W Securing African Children’s Voices in the Age of Artificial Intelligence: Aint
No machine Gonna Speak in My place.




__Production

At Mtoto News, we recognize the profound impact of visuvally narrating stories
to inspire change. As a media powerhouse, we leverage the potency of

visual storytelling through documentaries, live streams, and short videos to
captivate avdiences and drive meaningful conversations. These impactful
endeavours underscore Mtoto News' commitment to amplifying children's
voices, advocating for their rights, and fostering positive change through
compelling visual storytelling. Through our documentaries and live streams, we
continue to inspire action, spark dialogue, and drive progress towards a better
future for children in Kenya and beyond..
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Here's a glimpse into the transformative
events we've documented:

Early Childhood Development
Education Conference (20




Launch of National Children's Month

Annually, the Judiciary designates November as Children’s National Service
Month across all court stations, prioritising cases involving children: Mtoto
News played a pivotal role as the live-streaming partner for this significant
event, spotlighting efforts tosafeguard children’s rights within the legal

|
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African Union Child Participation
Consultative Meeting

Mtoto News live-streamed the African Union Child Participation Consultative
Meeting to continue our commitment to amplr‘i"ging children’s voices and




Cconclusion

2023 has been a year of remarkable progress in our efforts to advance the
rights and well-being of African children. The African Children Summit and
the African Children Climate Summit have made significant strides in
advocating for policies and initiatives that directly benefit children. These
initiatives not only empowered children to voice their concerns and
aspirations but also led to concrete actions by governments, civil society
organisations, and international partners to improve the well-being of African
children

As we reflect on the achievements of 2023 we remain committed to our
mission, working tirelessly to create a brighter and more promising future for
African children. We thank all our partners, sponsors, and volunteers for their
unwavering support in making these accomplishments possible. Together, we
will continue to stand for the rights and well-being of the youngest members
of our African community.







